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October 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Important Dates 
 

ACT Testing – 10.03 

Fall Holiday – 10.09 

School Day Pictures – 10.10 
 PSAT Testing  – 10.11 

 Coronation – 10.19 

 Homecoming Parade – 10.20 

Senior Portraits– 10.26 
 

October Games 
 

Football – District 
St. Andrew’s  (Home) – 10.06 

Crystal Springs (Away) – 10.13 

McLaurin (Homecoming) – 

10.20 

Raleigh (Away) – 10.27 

 

Softball 
Choctaw Central (Home) – 10.02 

Kosciusko (Away) – 10.05 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Halloween 
 
 

Halloween is a holiday where kids dress up in their favorite 

costumes to go trick-or-treating. Long ago, during ancient times, 

the people of Celtic descent would light bonfires and wear 

costumes to ward off roaming ghosts during their annual Celtic 

festivities. Halloween began in the United States in the 1900s. 

During this time, middle aged people, children, and poor adults 

would dress up in costumes and go door to door on Halloween 

begging for food and money in exchange for songs and prayers. 

Also, Halloween is known as a popular tradition celebrated in the 

United States by wearing a costume and eating lots of candy. This 

festive holiday is recognized on October 31st every year.  

~La Tavius Leach, Junior 

 

College Fair 

On September 12, 2017, Velma Jackson High School hosted its annual 

College Fair. The College Fair was exclusively for juniors and seniors. 

The students were required to bring their resumes to submit to the 

college recruiters. The following colleges and branches of the military 

were in attendance: Mississippi State University, Ole Miss, The 

University of Southern Mississippi, Delta State University, Alcorn 

State University, Jackson State University, Mississippi College for 

Women, Mississippi National Guard, The Army, The Marines, 

Holmes Community College, and Hinds Community College. As a 

senior, attending the College Fair helped me get an insight on what 

college I plan to attend. Overall, the College Fair was a huge success! 

~Crissharia Harris, Senior
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What is Breast Cancer Awareness? 
Breast Cancer is a disease that affects women from all 

ethnicities. My aunt is going through her second battle with 

breast cancer, and it is very depressing to watch her go 

through this battle. I have discovered that it gets more and 

more difficult to watch her go through the difficult 

challenges of chemotherapy and radiation, which cause her 

to become weaker every day. However, she always says, “In 

order to get better, you must first endure the 

storm.”  #FightLikeAGirl 

 ~Tamera Jackson, Senior  
    

 

 
 
 
 

“You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every 

experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face.” 

~Eleanor Roosevelt 

A Personal Experience 

The month of October is known as Breast Cancer 

Awareness month, and I had the honor to interview 

my mother, Jo Jones, on her experience with breast 

cancer.  

Kenya: Do you remember when you were diagnosed? If 

so, how did you feel? 

Mrs. Jones: “Yes, I was diagnosed in April of 2004. I 

was scared and afraid - not so much for myself, but more 

so for my kids - my youngest was only two years old. I 

thought, \ “what if I lost the battle?” I wondered if she 

would remember me.  I was afraid of not being there for 

my kids.” 

Kenya: What was your family’s reaction when they 

heard the unfortunate news? 

Mrs. Jones: “At the time, I only told my mother. She 

was more afraid than I was. We talked about it and made 

plans for the worst, while praying and hoping for the 

best.” 

Kenya: Did you begin to see major effects? If so, did you 

have to go through any procedures? 

Mrs. Jones: “Yes, I had to endure 37 weeks of 

chemotherapy and radiation.” 

Kenya: Besides the physical effects, how did being 

diagnosed with breast cancer impact you emotionally and 

mentally? 

Mrs. Jones: “Emotionally, you would have never known 

I had breast cancer, because I have always been uplifting. 

Also, I had to be strong for my kids. Mentally, I was 

fighting my own battle. I would cry in the middle of the 

night some nights, but I always looked forward to seeing 

my kids off to school the next morning.”  

  ~ Kenya Sanders, Sophmore 

 

 

 

Breast cancer is the second most common kind of cancer in 

women. According to research, about 1 in 8 women born in 

the United States of America will get breast cancer at some 

point. The good news is that many women can survive breast 

cancer if it is found and treated early. A mammogram – the 

screening test for breast cancer – can help find the cancer 

early. October is recognized as National Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month, and it is an opportunity to raise awareness 

about the importance of early detection. Make a difference! 

Spread the word about mammograms and encourage 

communities, organizations, families, and individuals to get 

involved. Please support National Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month at Velma Jackson High School and wear pink during 

the month of October. 

 

~Keirrya Fleming, KaNya Fleming, and Jaleese 

Washington 
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Get to know VJ Teachers and Students 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

Coach Draine 
Coach Draine, what is one goal you would like to achieve this year for your 

softball team? 

~Coach Draine expects the Lady Falcon Softball team to get better every day. 

She expects them to play with heart, hustle, and passion each time they touch the 

field, whether it is practice or game time. 

Did you play any sports in high school? If so, what did you play? 

~She played several sports in high school. She was a member of the Lady 

Falcons softball, basketball, and powerlifting team while at VJ. 

What other jobs have you held before teaching at Velma Jackson? 

~ Prior to teaching at Velma Jackson High School, Coach Draine taught in 

Rankin County School District and Canton Public School District. 

What is your favorite thing about teaching high school students? 

~ Coach Draine has a strong passion for teaching. Her favorite thing about 

teaching is the opportunity to motivate and inspire young ladies and men, to not 

only succeed in the classroom but in everyday life. 

What are your favorite things to do in your spare time? 

~ In her spare time, she loves spending quality time with her family and friends, 

fishing, four-wheeler riding, and watching sports. 

 

       ~Mathew Davis, Senior  

 

It’s a new season. A perfect 

opportunity to do something 

bold something beautiful. 

  

Dr. Green 
How does it feel to return to your old high 

school to teach? 

Dr. Green stated that she is very honored to 

teach at her Alma Mater. 

  

Do you enjoy teaching at VJ, being that a lot 

of your family members attend school here? 

How does it feel? 

She is thrilled to teach at VJ, although 

sometimes it seems as if a burden has been 

placed on her being that a lot of her family 

members attend school at VJ. 

  

What colleges did you attend? What advice 

do you have for your high school students 

about furthering their education? 

Dr. Green received her Bachelor’s degree from 

The University of Southern Mississippi. For 

graduate school, she attended Mississippi 

College. Dr. Green states, “My advice for all 

high school students furthering their education 

is to make sure you get as many scholarships as 

possible, keep your grades up, listen to those 
who have traveled down this road, don’t 

misuse your refund checks because you 

definitely have to repay them, study, and use 

strategies that you may not have particularly 

used in the past.” 

  

What are your goals for this school year? 

Dr. Green’s goals consist of being a better 

teacher than she was the year before and to 

have the highest Biology I scores in the 

district! 

  

Being that you were crowned Miss VJ, what 

advice do you have for the current Miss VJ? 

As a former Miss VJ, my advice to the new 

Miss VJ is to not allow anyone to tear you 

down. Pray, live, laugh, and love!  Be yourself, 

treat people right, have standards, respect 

yourself and others, maintain good grades, 

smile at all times, and speak to everyone! 

 

~Gredarian Smith, Freshman  
 

October Birthdays 

 

Raniyiah Miggins 1st   

Fred Pierce 4th               

Fredicca Pierce 10th  

RD Wilson 11th  

Gregory Johnson 16th  

Vitctoria Kiner 17th   

Abraim Rankin 17th  

Antawain Dixon  18th  

Dariah Kennedy 27th   

Kayla Kelly 28th 

Tamia Brewster 30th  

 

 



 

                                               

Dr.Allison 
How has your job been as the counselor at Velma 

Jackson High School? 

  

~ Dr. Allison describes her job as very rewarding. Also, 

she loves being able to help students reach their personal 

goals. 

  

How long have you been working as counselor? 

  

~ She has been a Guidance Counselor for six years and 

each year has been exciting.   

  

What college did you attend? 

 

 ~Dr. Allison attended Jackson State University and 

Mississippi College. 

  

What is your main role as a school’s counselor? 

  

~ As a Guidance Counselor, Dr. Allison’s main role is to 

help students achieve their personal, social, and 

academic goals and to serve as a support system for 

parents, teachers, and students. 

  

What influenced you to be a school counselor? 

  

~ She wanted to be able to help students explore and 

reach their full potential academically, socially, and 

personally.  

 

What is your strongest asset?  

  

~ Dr. Allison’s strongest asset is being a liaison for 

Velma Jackson’s students, parents, and faculty and staff 

members.  

  

~Edrea Magee and Jakaylyn Smith, Freshmen 

 

Volleyball Player, Takia Dinkins 

We had the privilege of interviewing Takia 

Dinkins. She is a VJ volleyball player. Takia has 

been playing volleyball for one year. Also, she is 

a member of the Lady Falcons basketball team. 

  

Interviewers: Why do you enjoy playing 

volleyball, and what position do you play? 

Takia: “I enjoy playing volleyball because it 

gives me an opportunity to bond with my 

teammates. Although every player plays every 

position, I do play left front from time to time.” 

  

Interviewers: Do you have a passion for 

volleyball or are you playing it just because?  

Takia: “Well, volleyball really is not my 

passion, but it is a required sport if you play 

basketball.” 

  

Interviewers: What are your strategies for 

winning? 

Takia: “My strategies for winning would most 

likely be to work together, play team ball, and 

communicate.” 

  
 ~ Cal’Detria Anderson and Makala Williamson -

Freshmen 
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